Letter from the Chairman
July 2013

Dear Members,
Welcome to the 2013 ADRA Newsletter. You will find in this issue, as usual,
your Committee Members’ portfolio reports, as well as the minutes from our
AGM which was held this year on Tuesday April 23rd at the Amersham Free
Church Hall. Once again, we had a good turnout.
Our guest speaker was Ms. Emily Toettcher, Curator of the Amersham Museum whose talk on Metroland was enjoyed by all.
As you know, we work to provide an effective interface between you, our
members and the various layers of County, District and Local Councils,
upon whom we rely for effective administration and the provision of services. Making your views known to us will help make us more effective.
We are a volunteer organisation, which by definition means we rely on
volunteers. If you could devote even a little time to help it would be greatly
appreciated. Contact any member of the Committee (phone numbers can be
found towards the back of this Newsletter).
Finally, please make a note of these two dates;
Our January Social will be held Wednesday January 15th from 7 until 9pm
at the Large Barn Hall at the Amersham Community Centre. Please join us
for this wonderful opportunity to meet fellow members and have a chat with
the Committee. It’s a nice night out in the middle of usually bleak January!
Our next AGM will be held Tuesday April 22nd at the Amersham Free
Church Hall, at 7 for 7:30pm.
We hope to see you at both these events.
Yours sincerely
Bron Curley
Chairman
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Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on 23rd April 2013
at Amersham Free Church Hall
1. Chairman’s Welcome The Chairman welcomed approximately 50 members to the 53rd Meeting of ADRA.
2. Apologies for Absence
George & Jo Worrall, Ernest Newhouse, Brian & Bridget Woods and Cllr
Mimi Harker.
3. Minutes of AGM held on 12th April 2012 Adoption of the Minutes was
proposed by Ros Makins and seconded by Lynda Wright.
4. Treasurer’s Report (Geoff Platts)
Adoption of the accounts was proposed by Bryan Holroyd and seconded
by Roy Masters.
5. Planning Officer’s Report (Mr B Guruswamy)
6. Highways Report (Geoff Platts)
7. Environment Officer’s Report (Ann Terry)
8. Membership Records Officer’s Report (Carolyn Spencer)
9. Chairman’s Report (Bron Curley)
Read by Carolyn Spencer in Mr Curley’s absence. As Attached.
10. Re-election of Committee
There was one Committee member up for re-election: Mr B Guruswamy.
Carolyn Spencer and Linda Flett having been co-opted earlier in the year
were also up for election. This was proposed by David Flett and seconded
by Geoff Sherlock.
11. Election of Honorary Auditor
Ernest Newhouse has agreed to continue as Auditor. His re-election was
proposed by Geoff Platts and seconded by Mr B Guruswamy.
12. HS2 Update
Cllr Nigel Shepherd reported the following: Chris Wilson keen on raising
money. The 200 Club has vacancies at £55 for anyone wishing to join.
HS2 started in March 2010. Last judicial reviews were helpful. Unfortunately all political parties are misguided and arguments not being put
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forward on a rational basis. MPs are also unsure.
Challenged on five grounds last December and won on compensation. A
cheque from the DoT for £25,000 was duly received.
Both European and UK law says options must be considered before go
ahead received on a major project. Government did not appear to do that
or if so to very little effect. Judgement was essentially down to the government not having made a decision. Parliament make a decision so could not
win the case. Judge said he had concerns but his hands were tied because a
decision has not been made. 2015 hybrid bill goes through parliament when
decision will be made. By then, over £15m will have been spent. HS2 Alliance need a total of £100,000 but with the cheque for £25,000 from the DoT
and £13,000 raised during the time the empty Entertainer shop ran a display
this has been reduced. Some summer events are planned. An appeal forces
the government to look again. Depending on how you calculate costs, it
could theoretically be no more expensive to have a 2nd tunnel.
13. The Chairman introduced Mrs Emily Toettcher, Amersham Museum’s Curator, who addressed the meeting on the Metroland theme and the coming of
the railway to Amersham-on-the-Hill with photos and maps.
14. Open Forum - Vanessa Opie reported a pothole in Chesham Bois and got it
repaired. Mrs Lynda Wright raised the problem of litter around the town and
queried whether any representation had been made to schools, Amersham
College or Amersham station. Mrs Wright had herself complained to the
Ticket Office at the station. Mrs Wright was also wary as to whether a zebra
crossing near the station would be a good thing as the area always had a
lot of traffic and she wondered if it would foul up the corner generally. The
Chairman said that could well be he case and it could only be known once
it happens. Mrs Wright was glad that pavements had been cleared or snow
and ice this year. Mrs Wright also volunteered to become a road steward
and investigate the services of a local organisation with regard to printing
ADRA’s next Newsletter.
Mr Holroyd raised the question of rubbish disposal in the light of the Chiltern District Council’s recently published
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waste and recycling service. This includes a new garden waste collection bin
available at £28 until the end of May after which it would cost £35. It was felt
this to be an unnecessary move on the Council’s part but Cllr Vera Head said it
was due to there being new contractors.
Mr Ian Williams felt the reason to collect the green rubbish was to artificially
push up recycling figures which are supposed to reach 60%. The Chairman felt
it was a good thing but it did seem to be very complicated. Mrs Jean Newhouse
who lives in Bois Lane, Chesham Bois said she would be very glad to receive
any collection bins at all as under the old scheme the supply ran out before
reaching Bois Lane. She hoped that as part of the new exercise they might provide her and her neighbours with some. It was felt the new system was all very
well for residents with space to store bins but difficult for others.
Mrs Amberley Luck stated that although bottles were stored separately in the car
park, they were all mixed in when it came to collection. It was suggested that
perhaps someone from Chiltern District Council could give a talk on recycling at
the next AGM or alternatively the Chairman suggested putting an article in the
next Newsletter.
Mr Williams said Oxfam had stopped collecting in the car park. Also the aluminium bin had disappeared. Ann Terry said the Council offices had a collection
bin for aluminium.
A resident from Stanley Hill highlighted the difficulty in crossing the road,
particularly by school children from Highland Road and Stanley Hill Avenue as
it was only easy to do so at the bottom of the hill or at the top where there is a
blind bend. He highlighted the need for a crossing or central reservation perhaps
at the junction with Stanley Hill Avenue.
Meeting closed at 9.10pm.
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Mayor Nigel Shepherd – acceptance speech – May 2013
On May 21 at the Council offices, the Mayorship of Amersham passed
from Cllr. Mimi Harker to Cllr. Nigel Shepherd.
This is the Mayor’s acceptance speech, in which he describes some of
the projects and areas of focus which will be his priorities.
I am looking forward!
Liz, I know is also looking forward, and together with both the members and
officers, we are determined to deliver the very best for the citizens of Amersham.
We live in challenging times and the old certainties are no longer quite
what they used to be. We have seen our precept come under threat and old
funding sources are coming into question, and as for the interest we used to
receive on our reserves – they have all but disappeared.
The reality is that we have to change. And organisations, all organisations,
not just a little town council, find that difficult. If our revenues are going to
go down, our options are really quite simple, we either contract or we adapt.
I for one, would prefer to adapt and I am pretty certain that that is what our
residents would like to see us do.
We obviously have to become more efficient. But we also have to become
more creative, more entrepreneurial in how we provide facilities and services that our residents, and other customers need and want. I have heard
people say ‘we are not a business’ I agree, but we do need to be more of a
‘social enterprise’. We are here to provide the facilities and services that
people need and want and importantly in many cases what they are prepared
to pay for. We are on a mission to make Amersham the pride of the Chilterns, a place (to quote the old Mars Bar ad) where people want to work rest
and play.
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A lot of progress has already been made and in the last year we have been
looking very closely at the finances of the Council, which it is important to
say, are sound. As I will describe in a few minutes there are ambitious plans
to improve services and facilities but what I would like to say, before I describe them, is that as a Conservative Council we believe in sound finances
and everything we are looking at is being done so on the basis of a robust
business case – we are not dreaming …
The Depot really is a tremendous resource maintaining our properties and
parks, but it also does contracts for other authorities and other landowners
in the area. Behind the scenes a lot of work has been going on to improve
the depot itself (at the last count 3 skips I understand), improve the working conditions, and reorganise the management. I really do want to see this
aspect of our services grow and change from being the Cinderella part of the
Council, to the jewel in the crown.
Many of our facilities are woefully under used and when they are, we have
numerous instances of them being used inappropriately, or not being paid for
– that has to change, that will change.
For example:
Steps have already been taken to make sure that commercial trainers holding
classes on our outdoor properties use them appropriately and pay a fair price.
Looking at increasing usage, last year a play group was given permission to
use the Barn Meadow pavilion, providing a valuable community resource,
and bringing a new sustainable source of income to the council. And I understand that recently that playgroup was awarded an outstanding report from
the inspectors.
We need to see more initiatives like this. One possibility, suggested by our
Town Clerk, is providing a cleaning and maintenance service for our cemeteries, whereby relatives, very often living out of the area, can contract
with us to have their loved ones resting places cleaned and maintained on a
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regular basis.
I was talking to the manager at the community centre a few months ago
and I was surprised to learn that with regard to meeting facilities they were
stretched to, and often beyond, capacity. But when I looked at the bookings
for some of our buildings it was depressing to see how little they were used.
For example:
Income from letting out the pavilion at Hervines Park last year was only just
over £1800. Income from the Market Hall was just over £4000
These are important community facilities that, to be blunt, are simply not
being used. They are not being used, not because there isn’t demand, but
because they are in poor condition and out of date as a result of years of
underinvestment by this Council.
The Market Hall is an historic, even
an iconic building, but what it isn’t
(to any meaningful degree) is a community facility that is actually used
to anything like its potential capacity. I believe that this Council is in
the business of providing community
services and facilities that meet community needs - that means that our
facilities, all our facilities have to
adapt to be ‘fit for purpose’ – not just
historic, not just iconic – but I would
be first to say these are important as
attractions to the town.
The council have already invited quotations for a full survey and over the
coming months I fully intend that we work with the community and architects to explore options that can go forward to a full consultation.
Hervines Park is a wonderful facility that it strikes me is hampered by a
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number of significant problems:
• Poor access
• Poor drainage
• A confused pattern of use of the outdoor facilities
• A quite appalling pavilion
I would like us to open a dialogue with the County Council on improving
access – I know this is a long standing issue, but if we are going to try and
improve usage of the park - this is no longer something that can be fudged.
Regarding the drainage, I can’t help but note that it frequently waterlogged.
If something can be done it will be done.
Talking about the outdoor spaces, I certainly have the perception that we
are not using the site as effectively as we could, for all the community. I
would therefore like to kick off tonight a fundamental review of the use of
all the outdoor spaces, particularly what activities we need to encourage and
facilitate in the fields, and woods) and I invite community and sports groups
(including all those trainers I referred to earlier) to get in touch telling us
what they would like the space used for.
And now for the Pavillion. I am old enough to remember the sixties and
even then, that could never have been an attractive building. We have
already invited initial thoughts from three firms of architects and we will
be making a decision on which proposals to develop in the next few weeks.
The intention is to work plans up over the summer and then go out to a major consultation in the Autumn. This really will be a major development for
the town and we really do want feedback from everyone.
So some ambitious plans, but with a single theme, improving services and
facilities for our residents delivered in a financially sound and responsible
way.
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Treasurer’s Report
The top left hand side of the Annual Accounts records the income during
2012 with corresponding figures for 2011. The subscription incomes in
2008, 2009, 2010, 2011 and 2012 were respectively £1461, £2078, £2534,
£3459 and £3300. These figures reflect the change from a three year subscription to an increased annual subscription of £5 per household, and a
slight fall in membership numbers in recent years, primarily due to members
leaving the Amersham area. Efforts are being made to increase the current
membership by personal contact and leaflet drops.
Referring to the items of expenditure on the top right hand side of the Accounts. The reduction in expenditure, of £1896 during 2012, relative to
2011, is largely due to the Association’s opposition to HS2, amounting to
£1500 in 2011, against a donation of only £500 in 2012 towards the cost
of the new ‘Olympic 2012 Legacy Sports Zone’ adjacent to the swimming
pool, together with distribution of the 2012 Newsletter largely by Committee Members. The latter resulted in a saving of about £700 for postal and
stationery costs, with a further saving of £130 by not advertising the AGM in
the local paper, which experience had led the Committee to believe was not
effective.
Moving on to the Balance Sheet on the lower half of the Accounts. The
balance at the end 2012 show an increase of £1650 over the previous year
and indicates the sound financial state of the Association. As a consequence
your Committee are actively considering how some of this surplus could be
used in the interest of Members and Amersham.
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Amersham & District Residents’ Association
accounts for year ending 31st December 2012
(including for comparison a summary for 2011)

£

2011 INCOME
3459 Subscriptions

2012

£

£

3300

Bank interest

440
288
33
227
118
303
1500
366 #

33.78

11 Donations

2011

18.97

78
130
35
10
3470

3352.75

3528
-58
3470

EXPENDITURE
Printing, stationery,
poastage & telephone
Hire of halls
Affiliation fee
Insurance
Social evening
Millennium garden
Opposition to HS2
Newsletter 2011* / 2012*
St Michael’s forecourt
Opening ADRA Stall
AGM Projector hire
AGM Refreshments
Adizone**
Adverts for AGM & Social
Bank charges
Refund of subscriptions

£

2012
43.78
240.60
33.00
227.15
38.98
266.00

133.40
10.00
99.36
500.00
35.20
5
1632.47
1720.28
3352.75

Surplus/(Deficit)

Cost of printing donated by a member of the Association
# Cost of stamps ** renamed Olympic 2012 Legacy Sports Zone
BALANCE SHEET AS AT 31ST DECEMBER 2012

£

2011
2805 Opening surplus
-58 Surplus/(Deficit)
on year
2747
145 Subs in advance
2892

£

2012
2746.83

£

1720.28
4467.11

2011
219
2672
1

Current account
Deposit account
Cash in hand
Creditor

£

2012
123.49
4450.85
77
-33

75
4542.11

2892

AUDITOR’S REPORT: I have audited the above accounts having regard to the matters referred to below.
This Association, In common with many others of similar size and organisation, derives a substantial
portion of Its income from subscriptions, advertisements, etc., which cannot be fully controlled until it is
entered in the accounting records and is not therefore susceptible to independent audit verification. In my
opinion, subject to the foregoing the accounts give a true and fair view of the Association’s affairs as at
31st December 2012, and of the Income and Expenditure for the period then ended.
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Highways Report
On balance little appears to have changed in the past year: minor stretches
of roads have been resurfaced, but others have deteriorated. I continue to
report locations of potholes, damaged or unlit bollards, other faulty street
furniture and faded road markings to ‘Highways on Call’, tel: 0845 230 2882
and, in the case of road flooding, where Grimsdells Lane meets Sycamore
Road and further along Grimsdells Lane near to Green Lane, I have written
to Bucks. C.C., Wycombe Area Office, Easton Street, High Wycombe, HP11
1NH with sketches showing locations of blocked drains, but without any response to date. I urge all members to report matters of highways concern to
‘Highwas on Call’ and when so doing to request a reference number which
can be quoted if progressing an earlier conversation.
Following contact by a member, I visited and subsequently reported the
very dirty and poorly sited No Entry sign at the junction of Shortway with
Woodside Road. During my visit, as if to emphasise this inadequacy, a car
entered Shortway by turning right from Woodside Road! I am pleased to
report that this traffic sign has now been replaced by a new and better sited
one.
I also contact Affinity Water, Tel: 0845 782 3333, regarding any evidence of
leaks from water supply pipes.
After heavy snow during the past winter it was good to see that the pavements in the main shopping streets of Amersham were again quickly cleared.
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Membership Records Officer’s Report
AGM 23rd April 2013
I was so appalled to hear of the death of Michael Teychenné last year, that I
contacted Bron to ask whether the Association was in need of a volunteer to
take on the maintenance of membership records. So here I am again after a
gap of ten years.
We are keen to try to increase our database of members’ email addresses
and I have embarked on an exercise of writing to all members for whom we
do not have the information, asking them to provide it. We currently have
email addresses for only about one quarter of members. Those of you here
this evening who act as Road Stewards for the Association will find envelopes on the table at the rear of the hall containing the letters to members,
which I would be glad if you would deliver, please. You may also find separate letters to some members who prefer to pay their annual subscriptions by
cash or cheque, asking them to pay their 2013 subscriptions.
We are extremely grateful to all those who act as Road Stewards on our
behalf. I would particularly like to thank all those who took the trouble to
contact me, when last year’s newsletter was being circulated, to tell me of
people who had moved away or died. In the envelopes you will also find a
supply of membership application forms. If you should notice that a house
in “your” road has changed hands, please would you put one of these forms
through the letterbox.
We still do not have Road Stewards for: Acres End*, Batchelors Way*,
Bois Lane, Devonshire Avenue, High Bois Lane, Lexham Gardens*, Lincoln Park, North Road, Quarrendon Road, Springfields*, Sycamore Close
and Whielden Street and Green. If there is anyone here who feels able to
volunteer to take on one or more of these roads, that would be a great help.
At present we plan to hand deliver most of this year’s newsletters, although
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there will be a few that we post, for example to members in Coleshill or Little
Chalfont, or for roads where we do not have Road Stewards or where there
is only one member. Please let me know if you no longer feel able to act as a
Road Steward and/or would prefer not to be involved in delivering the 2013
newsletter.
Next year we may try circulating the Newsletter by email as far as possible.
I am, at last, almost on top of the records. We currently, subject to any lapses
which may emerge from the letters about to be circulated, as mentioned, have
1115 members, in 698 households. Those numbers are rather down on previous years, but still quite respectable.
Having subscriptions paid by standing order helps enormously and the vast
majority of members pay this way. If you happen to see the member concerned
when you deliver a letter asking for payment of this year’s subscription,
perhaps you might give them a standing order form and ask them to consider
switching.
Each member here tonight will find on his or her chair a membership application form. Please would you take it away with you and see if you can recruit
one new member. This would increase membership by about 50 households.
Carolyn Spencer
*At the end of the meeting several members came forward offering to act as
Road Stewards and Acres End, Batchelors Way, Lexham Gardens and Springfields are now covered.
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ADRA – Planning Officer’s Report – Year 2012/13
From B A (Guru) Guruswamy
I must have been very lucky … just as I started to prepare this annual report
for you, two Consultation Documents from Chiltern District Council landed
on my desktop PC. They are all about how the Council wish to move forward with implementing the National Planning Policy Framework that was
published about a year ago, in March 2012. That Policy is expected to cause
the biggest shake-up in Planning history and will affect all our Planning
decisions.
The Council are urging each and every one of us to respond. More information is on the Council website, and the deadline for responses is 7 June 2013.
What is also good about the documents is that the Council have taken on
board a great deal of proposals and vision put forward by Amersham Action
Group.
In the first section of my report, I will cover six points from these documents
and in the second section I will touch on more specific planning cases in our
area.
First point form the Consultation Document concerns emerging Local Measures:
• In Amersham-on-the-Hill, there
may be development proposals to
enhance the ‘Metroland character’.
As many of you may know, the
town is gearing up to celebrate the
150th year of the Metro.
• There are hopes to increase tree
planting. One of them could be
Sycamore trees in Sycamore Road.
Amersham Action Group will be installing some tree planters in Hill Avenue
soon.
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Secondly, the Council can designate some Local Green Spaces. They are asking
people to identify areas that they would like to be considered for this.
Thirdly, the Council would welcome views on its review of Green Belt Settlements and Rows of Dwellings in the Green Belt. Who knows… the triangular
area between the A413 by-pass and Amersham Old Town could be considered
for development?
Fourthly, there is a target for number of new dwellings. The Council need to
deliver some 420 to 670 net new dwellings from 2012 to 2026 in Chiltern District. This works out to a maximum of 45 per year. Theoretically, there seems to
be capacity for around twice that amount and I believe that the Council are in a
comfortable position to deliver this. There may well be no need to encroach on
the Green Belt.
The Government is proposing to allow conversions of offices to homes without the need for special permission unless Councils ask for exemptions. Some
of the London boroughs and the City are concerned with this as they may lose
valuable office spaces, and have asked for exemptions. Chiltern is likely to
allow conversion – temporarily - from Spring 2013 to Spring 2016. If it were
to materialise, current offices of Barnett Waddingham could become potential
sites for residential use when they vacate to occupy their new building by the
Station.
I am glad that some minimum standards have been set for size of building relative to number of beds. This will stop some intensive developments in cramped
buildings. For instance, a one bed space will need a building of 30-35 sq.m
where as a 4 bed space will require 67-75 sq.m space.
The fifth point is concerned with Employment. Listed buildings at Maltings
Estate, School Lane, Old Amersham could be potentially reused for a range or
mix of uses - comprising offices, research and light industry (B1), art and craft
workshops, community facilities, small scale leisure and other employment
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generating uses appropriate to the location and heritage of the area.
The sixth point, a rather major one, is concerned with Retail and Shopping. For
this, you need to picture the five key areas in Amersham on the Hill, starting
from Sycamore Road car park.
Sainsbury have had close meetings with the Council for a development around
the Sycamore Road Car Park. I know that most of our members who were
present at our AGM last year were not in favour of a Sainsbury’s at that site.
The Council’s document states that Amersham-on-the-Hill has a qualitative
gap in its retail offer with no supermarket offering weekly shopping. They had
engaged independent consultants to assess various options.
The Consultants have concluded that the best option would be for a supermarket with 2,500 sq.m sales floor area – about the size of Sainsbury’s in Chesham.
Car Parking needs to be increased, and it would be at two levels with decking.
The current capacity of car park is 243. They believe it would enhance the performance and vitality and viability of the town centre.
Moving on to the Former Entertainer Shop and adjacent properties: There is
a redevelopment opportunity to provide a mixed use scheme of modern town
centre and residential units. Vehicular access arrangements are currently substandard and need to be resolved.
The next area to consider is the Alfa Romeo Garage/Hillcrest Court extending
through to Hill Avenue: A redevelopment opportunity to provide a mixed use
development including retail, leisure, restaurant and residential. Previous applications for some changes to this site were from J Woodley and were turned
down.
Another major area is Chiltern Pool and community centre in Chiltern Avenue:
Long term development opportunity to re-provide the leisure centre, communi17

ty uses and car park with other leisure, complementary commercial or residential
uses.
Finally, the Library/Youth Centre, in Chiltern Avenue/King George V Road:
Potential development option which may re-provide the library and youth centre
either off-site or as part of a mixed use scheme. New uses could be offices, hotel
or specialist housing for elderly people.
Bucks County Council had plans to open a Day Care Centre at this site but the
plan fell through, and our loss was Chesham’s gain.
Let us now move on from the Consultaion Documents to some specific Planning
Cases and other developments:
Changes to St Michael’s Forecourt have been completed. It was inaugurated by
Bishop of Oxford on 4th of August. I am sure you all appreciate how bright the
area is now. It will be one of the focal points for Amersham. A canopy is yet to
be built over the performance area. Our association had a stall during the Opening Ceremony.
Waste Transfer Station in Amersham: We covered this in our last two annual
reports. The application was rejected by Bucks County Council. Thanks to the
formidable opposition from the local residents and Chiltern District Council.
The Red Lion Pub in Chestnut Lane was bought by Clearview Homes. They
demolished it in indecent haste, overnight, without getting planning permission
and incurring the wrath of many local residents and pub users. They put in a
planning application for demolition in retrospect, and for 7 houses and two flats.
Opposition by the local residents to it was strong - both in feelings and numbers.
The law is rather weak and the fine for demolition without permission is just
£1,500. By this demolition, they cleverly avoided the need for an application for
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‘change of use’ from a pub to ‘residential use’.
At the Council Planning Committee meeting, Nigel Shepherd described the
approach by the company as ‘the unacceptable face of development’. Another
committee member suggested that they should not give permission for retro-demolition as there was insufficient information! The meeting room was packed with
local residents showing their indignation at the plan. It was rejected.
It has gone for appeal. While the appeal is in progress, the developers have
slipped in another application – this time for just four houses and claiming that
they aim to address all of the issues raised against the previous one.
The Pheasant Pub in Plantation Road: The developers are Inland Homes. Unlike
Clearview in the Red Lion’s case, the developers held a public display of their
schematic plans. It was very well attended by local residents despite the appalling weather. They put in an application for 14 dwellings. But it has since been
withdrawn as they reconsider the plans following an archaeological investigation. They may consider reinstating the historic cottage on site of plot 14. We can
expect a revised application soon.
We successfully opposed the following applications on behalf of members:
Late night opening of Domino Pizza in Sycamore Road as deliveries from 11 pm
to 1 am would disrupt the limited peace and quiet period that nearby residents
enjoy.
Plans to convert an office in Cavenidish Court to a 24 hour/7 day a week gym –
adjacent to Elm Close. Application was from Sorbon Estate.
Building of eight dwellings in a field adjacent to 172 Coldmoreham, in Amersham Old Town - virtually on the edge of the town, encroaching green belt land.
….. This was almost by stealth as there was no neighbour notification. There is
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a rather strange planning rule that if a neighbour is farther than 25m away, then
one need not give neighbour notification! This means that if I have a 3 acre land
and choose to build something in the middle, I could get away without giving neighbour notification. I did ask the Council as to how one could have the
rule changed but I have not had any response yet. As regards the decision, the
Council refused permission. The application was from the Trustees of the Estate
of the late John Brazil.
In North Road, Chesham Bois, a resident had a plan to add a huge front extension which would have altered the character of the area significantly. Again,
there was a great deal of local opposition to the scheme. The application was
withdrawn.
An access gate with hardstanding in a field adjacent to 54a Copperkins Lane,
near May Hall farm. I believe it was a ploy to get access to various plots there.
It was refused permission as it was an AONB site and the applicant did not give
notice to several owners – including one in Karachi, Pakistan. The application
was from Copperkins Lane Management Company.
You may be pleased to note that there will be improvements in and around
Amersham Station. Bucks County Council have received a grant through ‘Local
Sustainable Transport’ scheme. There will be real-time display of train arrivals
and departure, better signage of bus stops, improvements to the Bus Shelters
at Carol’s and Tesco, real time display of bus timings and travel maps showing
places of interest, walking, cycling and bus routes. Also, there will be a zebra
crossing in front of the station. Sadly, a lift is not within the budget. We have
written to the Mayor of London to see if he could resurrect the cancelled project
for a lift. Bucks Examiner have kindly published our letter along with an article.
Olympic Legacy Outdoor Multisport Facility: As many of you may know, this
is a project initiated by our Mayor Mimi Harker. She has raised enough funds to
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build this in King George V Field, adjacent to the Children’s Play Area. Our association contributed £500 towards it. Hope you will all have a go at the outdoor
gym facility which includes a couple of Table Tennis Tables as well. It is meant
for people of all ages. It is to be officially inaugurated on Sat 19 May at noon.
Originally, it was to be called the Adizone. May be, in recognition of Cllr Mimi
Harker’s huge efforts, we should call it the Mimi Zone
I hope I have given you an idea of the Planning related issues that we have been
concerned with during the year.
I know that the next year is going to be very busy with more changes. Just as I
was wrapping up this report, there are reports in the Press about heated debates
in the Parliament about further controversial planning issues. To boost the Construction Industry, for instance, there are proposals to allow 8 m (over 25 feet)
extension of homes without planning permission. A quote from The Observer
last weekend said: “This idea is doomed because …… : the sum of ambition for
home improvement must equal the aggregate outrage of neighbours at what is
proposed to satisfy that ambition. This is called the Party Wall Equilibrium”.
Let me conclude by saying thank you to:
the Council for providing all the necessary information so openly and comprehensively on the website, Amersham Action Group headed by Brian Woods for
sharing their vision and plans with us, all the local Councillors and the Council’s
Planning Officers for taking into account our views,
and you for highlighting issues that concern you.
With constant vigilance and action when necessary, there is no reason why we
cannot make this area a thriving, pleasant and desirable one.
B A (Guru) Guruswamy
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ADRA AGM, April 23, 2013
Chairman’s Report
Good evening ladies and gentlemen. Welcome to the 53nd AGM of the Amersham and District Residents Association. I am sorry I cannot be with you
this evening, and am grateful to Carolyn for volunteering to chair. For those
of you who are with us for the first time, welcome, and welcome also to our
guests Cllr. Nigel Shepherd and also Emily Toettcher, Curator of the Amersham Museum who is our speaker tonight.
On your chairs, you will have found a DVD entitled “HS2 and its impact
along the route from London to Birmingham and the West midlands”. It was
produced by Keith Hoffmeister of the Chiltern Society, with a voiceover by
Geoffrey Palmer, on behalf of the Action Groups Against HS2, and paints a
fairly graphic picture of the impact HS2 will have. I thought you might find
it informative, and would urge you to share it with others who perhaps don’t
yet have a strong view on the subject.
It’s customary at this time for me to mark the changes to your Committee,
and this year there are some.
I’m sure you are all aware that last April 30th, Michael Teychenne, our
Membership Records Officer died tragically in a flying accident in Dunstable. Michael had joined the Committee in 2009 and in addition to being a
first rate chap he had done a superb job for the Association. We miss him
greatly.
Carolyn Spencer, who served as ADRA Chairman from 1994 until 2003
volunteered to rejoin the Committee and assumed responsibility for Membership on Michael’s passing. Linds Flett also rejoined the committee in
2012. We’re all extremely grateful for their contributions and it’s wonderful
to have them back with us.
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I’m afraid I need also to point out that Christine Summers, who has been on the
Committee since 2005 has decided that the time has come for her to tender her
resignation. While we’ll miss her very much, she has served ADRA with distinction for eight years and we must respect her decision. She is not able to be here
tonight, but we will thank her for her service with an appropriate token of our
appreciation at our Committee meeting next month.
While still on matters of members, I must also sadly note the passing of Mr.
Gordon Dean, who was an ADRA member for many, many years. Gordon was
the husband of Rosemary Dean, who was our Membership Secretary from 1999
until 2009. Gordon was responsible for the computerisation of our membership
records. Our thoughts are of course with Rosemary and her family.
As you’ve heard from your Committee Members’ reports, we’ve had another
busy year, fighting the good fight, working on your behalf in pursuit of our Association’s objectives.
We continue to act on our own initiative in the areas where we have individual
responsibility—pot-holes, overhanging branches, scruffy planters, overflowing bins etc., phoning and writing letters, contacting individual businesses and
authorities about litter, broken pavements and so on. This “watchdog” approach
also includes monitoring planning applications closely, doing what we can and
what we feel is appropriate to protect in our judgement, the wider interests
of our community and to try to prevent erosion of the quality of life we all so
desparately want to maintain.
We also continue to take up the cudgel in support of the individual concerns of
members. We are respected by local authorities and when we initiate action, or
weigh into an ongoing issue, we are noticed. Please continue to engage us in
support of your priorities. Our strength in future will continue to be our ability to
be seen as representing the community.
Let me mention four things in closing;
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The Mayor of Amersham, Cllr. Mimi Harker, has asked that I pass on to you
all an invitation to the opening of the new Multi-Zone Sport Activity Centre in
King George V field which will take place May 11 at midday. This comprehensive facility offers something for just about everyone, and we are proud to have
been able to support its construction.
I have over the past several months been speaking to Mrs. Janet Wheeler, the
Amersham Town Clerk (who spoke to us at our AGM last year) about the condition of the paths through Parsons Wood. This came about after a member asked
for our support on the issue. Although most of the public footpaths are in reasonable nick, other central areas have been churned up by cyclists and vehicles.
Mrs. Wheeler has applied to BCC for funding to make some improvements to
footpaths, particularly the access to the woods off Station Road. What she feels
would be helpful would be to construct some “rustic” steps to ease access where
there is currently a very steep grade which even my spaniel finds a slippery challenge on a muddy spring morn. Steps would also possibly encourage cyclists to
avoid that particular access point, which I don’t think would create too great an
inconvenience for anyone. A decision will be made in June, so I hope we will
see some action here soon.
Cllr. Nigel Sheperd has kindly agreed to deliver his view of the current status
of HS2. We welcome your input on how you would like us to react going forward. We have funds to continue selectively supporting the HS2 Alliance and its
activities.
Thank you for your support. Please consider joining the Committee or at least
coming to a meeting or two, 8pm, third Wednesday of each month except August, at the Small Barn Hall at the Community Centre. We need your help, and
we’d love to hear from you.
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Calendar of Events
July 2012 – June 2013
Date		

Function				

19/07/12 Amersham Action Group
04/08/12 ADRA stand at St Michael’s
Forecourt Dedication Day
06/09/12 Amersham Action Group			
03/10/12 Chiltern NHS Talk				
18/10/12 Amersham Action Group			
20/10/12 Amersham Action Group Quiz		
29/11/12 Amersham Action Group			
05/12/12 Switching on of Xmas Lights			
10/01/13 Amersham Action Group			
16/01/13 ADRA Social					
22/01/13 Public Meeting ref Development at
The Pheasant					
14/02/13 Amersham Action Group			
11/05/13 Official opening of the Activity Zone		
16/05/13 Amersham Action Group			
21/05/13 Ray Palmer’s funeral
(ex ADRA Chairman)
21/05/13 Handover of Mayorship			
31/05/13 AAG Sub Group				
05 /05/13 Metropolitan Line Exhibition 		
07/06/13 HS2 Environmental Consultation Meeting
09/06/13 Clean Up Sunday				
13/06/13 AAG Sub Group				

25

Committee Member attending
Attended by Guru
Attended by Guru, Ann, Geoff,
Christine
Attended by Guru
Attended by Christine
Attended by Guru
Attended by Ann & Christine
Attended by Guru
Attended by Christine
Attended by Guru/Christine
Attended by Committee
Attended by Guru & Anne
Attended by Guru
Attended by Guru
Attended by Guru
Attended by Guru/Geoff
Attended by Guru
Attended by Guru
Attended by Christine
Attended by Guru
Attended by Ann
Attended by Guru

ADRA Committee Members
Highways Officer

Chairman

Geoff Platts
12 Runrig Hill
Chesham Bois HP6 6DL
725063
gcplatts@talktalk.net

Bron Curley
Hyrons Lodge
129 Woodside Road
Amersham HP6 6AW
724988
broncurley@aol.com

Membership Records

Treasurer

Carolyn Spencer
37A Highfield Close
Amersham HP6 6HQ
725094
carolynmspencer@virginmedia.com

Geoff Platts
12 Runrig Hill
Chesham Bois HP6 6DL
725063
gcplatts@talktalk.net

Environmental Officer

Secretary

Ann Terry
79 Grimsdells Lane
Amersham HP6 6HH
724061

Lyn Josey
13 Parkfield Avenue
Amersham HP6 6BE
725319
lynjosey@hotmail.co.uk

Linda Flett
14 Highland Rd.
Amersham HP7 9AU
lindacollings@talktalk.net

Planning Officer

B.A. Guruswamy
28 Clifton Road
Chesham Bois
HP6 SDP
728812
b.a.guruswamy@btinternet.com
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ADRA Social Evening
Please join us for a Social Evening on
Wednesday 15th January 2014
between 7pm and 9pm.
Venue: Large Barn Hall, Amersham Community Centre.
Come and have a drink and meet some of your fellow members.

ADRA 2014 AGM
Tuesday 22nd April 2014
Amersham Free Church Hall
7:00pm for 7:30pm
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